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"CFZFTOM PbAOF'1 (Residence and Farm Croup) 
Near Columbia, rJaury County, Tennessee. 

Owner, billion Ridley and sister, Mary Ridley (Occu- 
pants . ) 

Architect. Unknown. 

Builder. General Gideon J. Pillow. 

Present Condition. The residence proper is in ex- 
cellent state of preservation being ctred for intelli- 
gently and.  interestedly by the owner.  Tith the ex- 
ception of replacements, there have teen no altera- 
tions or additions to the appearance of the house. 
Electric wiring heating system trie r.odern bath room 
have been installed.  The out-buildings consisting 
of office, servants' dwellings, a brick granary, 
smoke house and ice house, and more distantly re- 
moved, the barns and slave dwellings (now tenants) 
are all well taken care of, and,Tith few and negli- 
gible exceptions, are Just as they were when built. 

Number of Stories. In residence proper - two living 
stories and cellar, one two story servants' dwelling 
immediately at rear.  One story office to the left, 
facing the residence.   All other servants' and slave 
quarters - one story, two large barns, each combina- 
tion one end two stories. 

Material of  Construction. Foundation for the residence 
end other buildings stone, quarried on the place. 
Floors - hand hewn timber joists pine finished. In- 
terior Trim - for residence, wild cherry cut from lo- 
cal forest.  Residence proper, exterior and major 
interior walls, brick.  Minor partitions  - wood stud. 
S/tetal roof on main building, wood shingles originally 
on out-buildings, but now covered with metal. 

Other Existing Records.  Four photographs recorded in 
this record also recorded in "History of Homes and 
Gardens of Tennessee" published for The Garden Study 
Club of Nashville by The Parthenon Press 1936. 

Additional Data.  Clifton Place is an excellent example 
of a farm mansion of the Ante Eellum days predominating 
the NATCHEZ TRACE DISTRICT.  It is conspicuous by Its - 
imposing, though graceful, entrance feature, consist- 
ing of a projecting porch two stories high, with four 
Ionic columns supporting a pediment of the same order. 
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In keeping v/ith the general tendency of the time, Clifton 
Place -xpresses the end to which all large farm estates 
strived in accentuating the functional character of the 

various buildings of the group.  It was their intention 
to make the raost important feature, which, of course, was 
the living puarters of the faster, the most outstanding 
part, and to further that accentuation every feature of 
the house, or of the group, as it v.ent down the social 
usage went down also in size, quality of material and 
workmanship to the lowest order of building which was al~ 
wav;: the crudest in desipn and execution. 
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three divisions asking up the garden plot, having on" 
central axis running through ell three divisions consist 
ing first of a garden of small magnolias, laurels, 
spruce, tree box end  other shrubs in which the family 
could sit and bo served.  The next garden VP; s given over 
to flowers, and the third was hot beds and vegetefc-l:r. 

The house was confiscated by the Union Troops during the 
YJar between the States, but was not damaged by them and 
was returned to the owners at the end of the v.sr.  The 
builder, General Gideon J. Pillow, was a Major General 
in the Llexican War and later was one   of Tennessee's first 
Major Generals in the Civil War.  /'t the cts t"h of 
Pillow it passed into the hands of his nidow and sub- 
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vnl-li,- J .iUii L- Into  the hr-nds-   of a   -on-in-lav;,  tfellville Wil 
lia/iiE,   ond   l^ter  to  Col.   J.V,r.S.   Bidley,   grandfather   of 
the   present  ov.nor. 
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